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757 May 15, 1903 

of C0 2 is that it asphyxiates the animals wherever they may be. Since the gas has 
no odor, it does not occur to the rats to search for means of escape. 

With a perfected apparatus for the use of this gas, the system devised by Mr. 
Lafon has given very satisfactory results. I furnish herewith a draft of the boat 
containing the apparatus. It must be avowed that a completely satisfactory solution 
of the problem of the total destruction of rats on board ships has not been found. 
If there are no damages to fear, or if the rats in the hold are infected, it is possible 
to use SO..,, but in cases of ordinary steamers loaded with miscellaneous merchandise 
it is necessary to employ the carbonic-acid process. 

Measles prevalent at Nantes — House disinfection for tuberculosis. 

Consul Ridgely at Nantes reports, April 10, as follows: 
The prevalence of measles is unusually great, and the form of the 
disease exceptionalh* virulent. 

Tuberculosis. — The monthly report of the health office calls atten- 
tion to the fact that tuberculosis is contagious, and states that during 
the month of March 39 houses in which deaths from tuberculosis had 
occurred had been disinfected by the authorities. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 
Consul-General Mason reports, April 24, as follows: 

Plague., 

Aden. — On the 9th of March a stoker who had been landed two days 
previously from the steamer Syria died of plague at Aden. 

British East India. — In the city of Mangalore 1 case of plague, 
with fatal termination, occurred on the 15th of March. 

Mauritius. — During the period from the 6th of February to the 12th 
of March 13 cases of plague (with 5 deaths) occurred on the island. 

South Africa. — During the week ended March 21 there were regis- 
tered 7 cases of plague in Port Elizabeth and 2 cases in East London. 
On the steamer Nevassa, during the same week, 4 Asiatics were found 
to be suffering with plague. The ship had been in quarantine since 
the 18th of March. 

Queensland. — During the week ended March 6 1 death from plague 
occurred in Brisbane. 

Wist Australia. — On the 7th of March there were still 2 patients 
under treatment, but, according to the official bulletins, no new cases 
were recorded during the first week of March. 

Plague and cholera. 

British East India. — During the two weeks from the 15th to the 
28th March there were registered in Calcutta 1,567 deaths from plague 
and 97 deaths from cholera. 

Cholera. 

Turkey. — According to the official bulletin regarding cholera in 
Syria there were registered in Damascus, between the 30th of March 
and 5th of April, 8 new cases of cholera and 13 deaths, and between 
the 6th and 11th of April, 10 cases (12 deaths). The total number of 
deaths since the fresh outbreak of the disease amounted to 74. 
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Dutch India. — According to the official reports there were regis- 
tered in Batavia, between the 20th of January and 6th of March, 12 
cases of cholera and 10 deaths; in Samarang, between the 14th of Jan- 
uary and 10th of February, 2 cases (2 deaths); in Soerabaya, between 
the 25th of January and 7th of March, 28 cases (10 deaths); in Sam- 
pang (Madura), between the 22d of January and 11th of February, 1 
case (2 deaths). Further, there occurred in Palembang, between the 
1st and 10th of January, 26 cases of cholera (16 deaths); in Binamoe 
(Celebes), between the 11th and 20th of February, 81 cases (82 deaths), 
and between the 21st and 28th of February, 55 cases (54 deaths); in 
Balangnipa, between the 1st and 20th of February, 132 cases (110 
deaths), and in Kadjang, between the 21st and 28th of February, 52 
cases (27 deaths). 

Death rate of Berlin . 

The death rate of Berlin for the week ended April 11 was consider- 
ably higher than that of the foregoing week, and amounted, calculated 
on the year, to 15.2 per 1,000 of the population (as compared with 13.8 
for the foregoing week), being lower, however, than for the corre- 
sponding week of last year, in which it amounted to 16. In spite of 
the increase in the mortality of Berlin, only six of the large German 
towns showed more favorable health conditions than this city, namely: 
Bremen, Crefeld, Magdeburg, Schdneberg (with 12.9), and Charlotten- 
burg (with 12.4 per 1,000). The death rate of the following towns was 
considerably higher than that of Berlin, namely: Hamburg, Dussel- 
dorf, Cologne, Brunswick, Hanover, Frankfurt-am-Main, Breslau, 
Munich, Nuremberg, Danzig, Konigsberg, as well as Paris and Vienna, 
the London rate corresponding exactly with that of Berlin. The 
number of deaths among children in their first years was not much 
larger than in the foregoing week, so that the increase was mainly 
confined to the higher-age classes. The mortality rate among infants 
rose from 8.4 to 3.7 per year and mille, being only one-third of that 
of Chemnitz and about one-half that of Nuremberg and Munich. 
Acute intestinal diseases and acute diseases of the respiratory organs 
were of somewhat more frequent occurrence than during the foregoing 
week, the former causing 34, the latter 57 deaths. There was a con- 
siderable increase in the number of deaths from phthisis pulmonalis, 
which claimed 87 victims (as compared with 72 in the foregoing week). 
Further, there were registered 6 deaths from measles and 15 deaths 
from scarlet fever. There was a decrease in the number of cases of 
diphtheria, which caused 4 deaths. Ten persons died by violence. 

Quarantine regulations at Bangkok; Siam. 

Bangkok, September 23, 190S. 

(1) For the purpose of this decree the inspection station shall be in 
the river Menam Chow Phya, opposite the custom-house at Paknam. 

(2) Any vessel which, having cleared from Hongkong or any port 
in China, arrives in Siamese waters on or after the date of the present 
decree, shall drop anchor at the said inspection station and shall stay 
there until such a time as the medical officer shall have boarded her 
and have given pratique. 

(3) No person other than the health officer or one of his assistants 
shall communicate from any ship coming from Hongkong or any port 



